
 

May 2026 

TEcoNaut webinar to address skills and entrepreneurship in sustainable boatbuilding 

EBI, together with the TEcoNaut project partners, is organising a webinar on 17 June 2025 from 14:00 
to 15:00 CET to discuss how the boating sector can strengthen skills and entrepreneurship in support 
of the green transition. 

Under the title TEcoNaut Project: Strengthening Skills in New Materials and Entrepreneurship for the 
Future of European Boatbuilding, the webinar will look at the new skills needed for more sustainable 
boatbuilding, the role of innovation and entrepreneurship in the sector, and practical resources 
developed by the project. These include the new TEcoNaut Entrepreneurship Guide and a free online 
training course. 

The session is aimed at stakeholders from industry, education, research and the wider  community.  

Registration is open here. 
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EU News 

EBI represented at Youth Policy Dialogue on the future of European tourism 

Ana Čalić participated in the Youth Policy Dialogue on the Future of European Tourism hosted in 
Athens by Commissioner Apostolos Tzitzikostas, representing both EBI as a Council Member and the 
Croatian Employers’ Association (CEA). The dialogue brought together around 20 young participants 
from across the EU to exchange views on the future EU Strategy for Sustainable Tourism. 

The discussion focused on issues such as sustainability, accessibility, visitor flows and the role of local 
communities in tourism. During the exchange, Ana raised the relevance of recreational boating within 
the future strategy, pointing in particular to the need for mutual recognition of boating licences, better 
support for marina infrastructure, and greater recognition of boating across different European 
regions. 

In the discussion with the Commissioner, Ana also highlighted the sector’s competitiveness challenges, 
the importance of funding for infrastructure linked to alternative fuels and electrification, and the 
need for a more targeted and unified approach to support boating destinations and jobs across 
Europe. 

The dialogue was part of the EU Commission’s wider work to involve young people in policy 
development, and the exchange provided a useful opportunity to ensure that boating and nautical 
tourism were part of the discussion ahead of the upcoming Strategy for Sustainable Tourism. 

The event was recorded and can be watched here. 

EU and US move closer to implementation of tariff agreement 

The European Parliament and the Council of the EU reached an agreement on the legislation 

implementing the EU’s tariff commitments under the EU-US agreement from July and August 2025. 

about:blank
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The agreement is an important step towards providing greater stability and predictability in 

transatlantic trade relations for the recreational boating industry. 

Under the agreement, EU tariffs on industrial goods imported from the US, including recreational 

boats and most products relevant to the boating sector, will be reduced to 0%. In parallel, the 

arrangement provides the long-awaited framework for EU exporters’ access to the US market under 

the agreed 15% all-inclusive tariff ceiling. 

Several changes were negotiated during the legislative process to strengthen safeguards for the 

European industry. The main regulation will include a sunset clause, meaning that the EU’s 0% tariff 

rate will automatically expire on 31 December 2029 unless it is actively renewed. Before any 

extension, the European Commission will assess the impact of the measures on EU industry, SMEs and 

trade patterns with third countries. The agreement also addresses concerns linked to steel and 

aluminium derivatives. In 2025, the US added more than 400 product categories to the list of 

derivative steel and aluminium products subject to additional tariffs, including several components 

and products relevant for the boating sector. Under the agreed text, the EU Commission will be able 

to suspend tariff preferences by 31 December 2026 if the US continues to apply tariff rates above 15% 

on EU steel and aluminium derivative products. 

In addition, the legislation includes a strengthened suspension clause, allowing the Commission to 

suspend tariff preferences if the US fails to address EU concerns regarding the treatment of exports 

that should benefit from the 15% all-inclusive ceiling. A safeguard mechanism will also allow the 

Commission to investigate and react if tariff preferences granted to the US lead to increases in imports 

that threaten to negatively affect EU industry. The Commission will also report quarterly on changes 

in trade volumes and values for US exports covered by the agreement. 

From the perspective of European exporters, the provisional agreement is welcome as it provides an 

important degree of stability and certainty. The additional safeguards should also give the EU stronger 

tools to protect industry interests where needed. Particularly important for the boating sector is the 

added pressure on the US to lower tariffs on steel and aluminium derivative products to the agreed 

15% rate, as higher tariffs continue to create concerns for manufacturers of components and products 

with significant steel and aluminium content. 

EBI will continue to monitor the next steps in the process, including formal approval of the legislation, 

and will remain in close contact with the EU Commission to protect the interests of the recreational 

boating industry. Members are encouraged to share updates on the situation of their exporting 

companies with the EBI Secretariat, so that sector concerns can continue to be raised at EU level. 

about:blank
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EU Commission publishes guidance on recreational craft customs and VAT treatment 

The EU Commission published a new Guidance Note for Pleasure Craft, providing clarification on the 

treatment of recreational craft under EU customs and VAT rules. EBI welcomes the publication 

together with the European Boating Association (EBA), following continued engagement with the 

Commission on the need for clearer and more practical interpretation of the rules. 

The guidance addresses a number of long-standing questions affecting boat owners and businesses, 

particularly in relation to cross-border cruising, second-hand boat sales and vessels returning to the 

EU after time spent abroad. It confirms that pleasure craft used within the EU are generally presumed 

to have the customs status of Union goods and that there is no general requirement to prove Union 

status every time a boat returns to its berth. 

The document also clarifies that the nationality or residence of the owner, as well as the country of 

registration or flag of the boat, do not in themselves determine whether a boat has Union status. This 

is an important point for the boating market in Europe, where ownership, registration and berthing 

arrangements often involve several countries. The guidance also provides explanations on proof of 

Union status and other customs and VAT-related questions. 

For the recreational boating sector, the publication is a positive step towards greater certainty for 

boat owners, dealers, marinas and the wider industry. Clearer and more consistent interpretation of 

customs and VAT rules is important for improving the operational environment, especially in the 

second-hand boat market, which remains closely linked to confidence in the new boat market. 

At the same time, the guidance is not legally binding and practical implementation may still vary 

between Member States. EBI and EBA therefore call on national customs and tax authorities to apply 

the guidance consistently and proportionately, and to work with the sector to ensure that recreational 

boaters and businesses can comply with the rules in practice. 

Some outstanding issues remain, including questions linked to long-distance cruising outside the EU. 

EBI will continue engaging with the European Commission, national authorities and industry partners 

to support harmonised implementation and address remaining practical concerns for the sector. 

The guidance is available on the website of the EU Commission. Members with questions on customs 

or VAT treatment of recreational craft are invited to contact the EBI Secretariat. 

EBI engagement on Anti-Money Laundering Regulation and EU Agency 

The new EU Anti-Money Laundering (AML) framework represents a critical development for the 

recreational boating industry, bringing the sector into scope for the first time at EU level. European 

about:blank
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Boating Industry (EBI) has been actively engaged both during the legislative process and in the ongoing 

implementation phase to ensure that the specificities of the sector are reflected. 

Include in scope and defined as high-value are craft above €7.5 million. From July 2027, businesses 

involved in the sale of high-value craft, such as brokers, dealers and shipyards, will be subject to AML 

requirements as “obliged entities”.  

Following the adoption of the legislation, EBI has stepped up its engagement with the newly 

established Authority for Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism (AMLA). 

Recognised as the representative voice of the sector, EBI has been directly invited to contribute to 

AMLA’s work and consultations.  This engagement includes participation in meetings and public 

hearings, as well as contributions to the development of regulatory technical standards and guidelines, 

including those on risk assessment and due diligence requirements.  

A central priority for EBI is to ensure that the future rules are proportionate and workable for the 

boating sector. In its consultation responses, EBI has emphasised the need to reflect the specific 

characteristics of the market, where transactions are often cross-border and involve intermediaries, 

and where many businesses lack the compliance resources of large financial institutions. EBI has 

therefore called for practical solutions and ensuring that SMEs are not subject to disproportionate 

expectations.  

At the same time, EBI is supporting its members in preparing for the implementation of the new 

framework by coordinating input to consultations, developing guidance materials and organising 

targeted webinars. EBI will remain closely engaged in the coming months as AMLA continues to 

develop implementing measures, ensuring that the interests of the recreational boating sector are 

effectively represented and that the new requirements remain practical and proportionate. 

Council adopts conclusions on sport tourism and sustainable development 

The Council of the EU, representing Member States, adopted Council Conclusions on sport tourism as 

a contributor to sustainable development. Council conclusions are official positions expressing a 

common political position, signal strategic priorities without being legally binding. They are able to set 

the political agenda and get the EU Commission so start initiatives.  

The text frames sport tourism as a contributor to local and regional development when it is planned 

responsibly and proportionately, linking tourism with the social, cultural and health value of sport. It 

also recognises its potential to support territorial cohesion, quality employment, resilient destinations 

and the protection of cultural heritage. 

about:blank
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The conclusions place strong emphasis on sustainability, climate resilience and balanced destination 

management. They state that sport tourism can help diversify tourism offers, support less-visited and 

peripheral regions and provide an alternative to some mass tourism models, while also warning that 

poorly managed development can create environmental pressures. The text highlights the need for 

climate-conscious mobility planning, sustainable infrastructure and services, protection of coastal and 

marine environments, and better use of data and harmonised indicators to support evidence-based 

policymaking. 

Member States are invited to take a more integrated approach linking sport, tourism and sustainability 

policies, including through investment in infrastructure, mobility, digital innovation, research and 

cross-border cooperation. The EU Commission is invited to support exchange of good practices, 

provide guidance on funding opportunities, encourage research and data collection, and explore the 

role of sport tourism in the future EU Sustainable Tourism Strategy.  

For the boating industry, which has a strong sports components, this is positive news and signals 

further support to the tourism sector. 

EBI in Action 

EBI Launches Roadmap for Alternative Fuel Infrastructure in Marinas 

EBI has published its new roadmap, Energy Transition for Recreational Boating in Europe: A Roadmap 

for Alternative Fuel Infrastructure. The publication outlines practical recommendations to support the 

decarbonisation of recreational boating through a technology-neutral approach that combines 

sustainable fuels, electrification, hybrid propulsion, and emerging solutions such as hydrogen and 

methanol. 

The roadmap highlights the key role of marinas in enabling the energy transition and calls for 

coordinated action from industry, policymakers, and infrastructure providers. It also emphasises the 

immediate potential of sustainable drop-in fuels such as HVO, alongside continued investment in 

charging and future fuel infrastructure. The roadmap will guide EBI’s advocacy and cooperation with 

stakeholders as the sector contributes to Europe's climate and competitiveness goals. 

Read the roadmap here. 

about:blank
about:blank
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EBI joins RCD Expert Group discusses evaluation of Recreational Craft Directive 

The RCD Expert Group met on 21 May to discuss the evaluation of the Recreational Craft Directive and 

a number of regulatory updates crucial for the industry. The meeting brought together Member State 

authorities, the EU Commission and stakeholders, including EBI. 

The evaluation carried out by CSES and Emisia confirms that the RCD remains a central EU framework 

for the recreational boating sector and continues to deliver clear added value for the Single Market. 

It found that the Directive has supported the free movement of recreational craft across the EU, while 

also contributing to environmental benefits through tighter emissions requirements. The market 

analysis presented at the meeting also showed positive developments for the sector, with stable 

company numbers, employment growth over the evaluation period, increased production value and 

quantity, and the EU remaining a net exporter of recreational craft. 

At the same time, the evaluation identified several areas where the framework is coming under 

pressure from technological, market and policy developments. These include definitions and 

provisions linked to major craft conversion, new propulsion technologies, foiling and other 

innovations, as well as the need to address newer issues such as alternative propulsion systems, 

decarbonisation, circularity, end-of-life recycling and life-cycle assessment. 

Market surveillance was also highlighted as an area of concern, in particular due to limited resources, 

uneven checks and challenges linked to imported products and online sales. The future European 

Product Act, expected in the third quarter of 2026, could bring significant changes to the EU product 

framework, including on CE marking, notified bodies, digital product passports, conformity 

assessment, circular business models and market surveillance. It will implement changes to the New 

Legislative Framework, Market Surveillance Regulation and Standardisation Regulation.  

The meeting also addressed the AI Act, which includes the RCD in its scope for high-risk applications 

where safety-related software is concerned. Application is likely to be delayed until August 2028, but 

the Commission is already consulting on draft guidelines for the classification of high-risk AI systems. 

EBI will assess whether sector-specific guidance for the recreational boating industry may be useful. 

Several practical points linked to the RCD Application Guide were also discussed. These included noise 

requirements for electric engines, conversion of watercraft to electric propulsion, the treatment of 

kayaks and canoes, watercraft and engines built for own use, the definition of personal watercraft, 

and the principles for major craft conversion.  

EBI will continue to follow the RCD evaluation and related files closely through its RCD Taskforce and 

direct engagement with the EU Commission. The next steps will be particularly important as the RCD 

revision, the European Product Act and wider updates to the EU product framework develop in 

about:blank
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parallel. Members are encouraged to provide input to the EBI Secretariat and a more detailed 

summary and related documents can be provided. 

EBI participates in ICOMIA/IFBSO Congress in Washington, D.C. 

EBI participated in the ICOMIA/IFBSO Congress in Washington, D.C., joining marine industry 

associations, boat show organisers, and stakeholders from around the world for several days of 

meetings, exchanges and networking. 

The Congress also marked an important milestone for ICOMIA, which celebrates its 60th anniversary 

in 2026. EBI congratulates ICOMIA on six decades of service to the global recreational boating industry 

and on its long-standing role in supporting international cooperation, advocacy and knowledge 

exchange. EBI also underlines the strong partnership between ICOMIA and EBI, which remains 

essential in connecting European priorities with global industry discussions. 

EBI was represented by President Robert Marx and Secretary-General Philip Easthill, alongside several 

EBI members participating in the Congress. Discussions took place across committee meetings, 

sessions on sustainability and wider exchanges on the challenges and opportunities facing the 

recreational boating sector. The event provided an important opportunity to further strengthen 

cooperation between the European and global level and to advance common priorities for the sector. 

EBI thanks the National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA) for hosting an excellent Congress, 

and in particular Frank Hugelmeyer, Joe Lynch, Niels Klarenbeek, Veda Pretorius and their teams for 

their work in bringing the international industry together in Washington, D.C. 

During the visit, a delegation of EBI and its members also met with the European Union Delegation to 

the United States. The exchange focused on the importance of a stable and reliable EU–US trade 

relationship, as well as the need to strengthen regulatory cooperation in support of the 

competitiveness and long-term success of the European recreational boating industry. 

Member news 

Internautica event highlights the value of stronger industry representation 

At Internautica 2026 in Marina Portorož, the Slovenian Marine Industry Associaton (SMIA) organised 

the round table “The Power of Association: Stronger Together in European Boating”, focused on the 

value of structured representation, cooperation and a shared industry voice at national and European 

level. The event took place on Friday 22 May and brought together speakers from Slovenia, Croatia, 

Italy, Norway and the European level.  

about:blank
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The format was built around a series of presentations and exchanges on why association work matters 

for the sector, particularly on internationalisation, policy dialogue with EU institutions, the green 

transition and regulation, and workforce development. From EBI, Ana Čalić, EBI Council Member, and 

Álvaro Urdiales, EBI Project & Policy Officer, presented the European perspective and the role of 

coordinated industry action in shaping the policy framework for boating and nautical tourism. The 

programme also included contributions from Roberto Perocchio for Assomarinas, Renata B. Marević 

for the Croatian Chamber of Commerce’s Nautical Tourism Association, Reidar Gjolstad for Norboat, 

and Jurij Korenc for IFBSO and Internautica.  

The event reflected SMIA’s efforts to strengthen its role and visibility, with Matjaž Murko and Fiorenzo 

Lupieri leading the host introduction on SMIA’s achievements and strategic direction. It provided a 

useful opportunity to underline the importance of national associations working together through EBI 

to increase influence, improve coordination and ensure that the sector speaks with a stronger voice 

in Europe. EBI thanks SMIA, Matjaž Murko and Fiorenzo Lupieri for the organisation and warm 

welcome, and Internautica for providing an excellent setting for the discussion.  

EBI in the News 

 

EBI launches roadmap for alternative fuel 

infrastructure in marinas 

EU Commission publishes guidance on recreational 

craft customs and VAT 

 
Tariffs: The Cost of Doing Business? 

 

European Boating Industry launches roadmap for 

alternative fuel infrastructure in marinas 
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EBI launches Energy Transition for Recreational Boating 

in Europe roadmap for alternative fuel infrastructure in 

marinas 

 

VAT and customs on pleasure boats: Brussels finally 

clarifies several rules 

 

Jachthavens centraal in energietransitie van de 

pleziervaart 

Nieuwe Europese btw-richtlijn brengt meer 

duidelijkheid voor pleziervaartsector 

 EBI launches alternative fuel roadmap for marinas 

 

Taking Your Boat to the EU: What UK Owners Need to 

Know in 2026 

 

EBI launches new alternative fuel roadmap 

 

Europe’s Boating Tourism Boom as Rising Demand 

Shines Spotlight on Lake and Inland Water 

Destinations: All You Need to Know 
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Nautisme européen : Bruxelles clarifie enfin les règles 

douanières et fiscales applicables aux bateaux de 

plaisance  

Funding 

UNIDO–WTCA Blue Economy Global Call 2026 

• Objective: Supports innovative, scalable and readily deployable solutions contributing to an 
inclusive, resilient and sustainable Blue Economy. The call is organised by UNIDO ITPO Italy 
together with the World Trade Centers Association and is aimed at projects and technologies 
in blue-economy fields, including coastal and marine tourism and recreation. It is open to 
companies, startups and research centres. 

• Application deadline: 19 June 2026. 

• More information: Find more information here. 

Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership: Rolling Transnational Access Call to Research 

Infrastructures 2026–2028 

• Objective: Supports access to around 50 marine and maritime research infrastructures across 
Europe to reinforce capacities and support the transformation of the blue economy. The call 
covers physical, remote and virtual access to facilities including research vessels, fixed and 
mobile platforms, analytical laboratories, test benches, high-performance computing and 
digital facilities. Eligible applicants include universities, research organisations, SMEs, large 
enterprises, NGOs and public authorities. The scheme covers access costs to the 
infrastructures, while applicants must demonstrate their own funding for the project itself. 

• Application deadline: First cut-off date: 20 June 2026, 11:00 CEST. The rolling call remains 
open until 29 February 2028. 

• More information: Find more information here. 

EIC Accelerator: develop and scale up innovations 

• Objective: Supports startups and SMEs developing innovative products, services or business 
models with the potential to create or disrupt markets. The programme targets innovations 
at TRL 6–8 and offers grant funding below €2.5 million, as well as investment support from €1 
million to €10 million through blended finance or investment-only schemes. It is open to single 
startups and SMEs, as well as small mid-caps for investment only. 
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• Application deadline: Short proposals can be submitted at any time. Full proposals in 2026 
are batched on 8 July, 2 September and 4 November 2026. 

• More information: Find more information here. 

UK Clean Maritime Demonstration Competition 7: feasibility studies 

• Objective: Supports collaborative feasibility studies for innovative clean maritime 
technologies under the UK Clean Maritime Demonstration Competition 7. The programme is 
funded by the UK Department for Transport and offers part of a wider £121 million package 
across three competition strands. The call is open to collaborations only, led by a UK-
registered business working with other UK-registered organisations. 

• Application deadline: 15 July 2026. 

• More information: Find more information here. 

HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-ZEROPOLLUTION-01: Toward a comprehensive assessment of the 

disturbance of marine ecosystems by anthropogenic underwater noise 

• Objective: Supports research and innovation actions to improve how anthropogenic 

underwater noise is monitored and assessed, including impacts of continuous and impulsive 

noise on marine organisms, ecosystems and related ecosystem services, and cumulative 

impacts with other pressures, taking regional differences into account. Projects are expected 

to develop new or improved methods, tools and indicators for comprehensive monitoring and 

assessment (including in line with EU-agreed approaches for good environmental status), and 

to investigate mitigation options and improve tools to measure their impacts and efficiency. 

The work should support implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive and 

contribute to efforts linked to the High-Ambition Coalition for a Quiet Ocean. 

• Application deadline: 17 September 2026. 

• More information: Find more information here. 

HORIZON-MISS-2027-03-OCEAN-03: Green, circular and resilient harbours 

• Objective: Supports innovation actions to test, deploy and upscale solutions that improve 

sustainability and resilience in ports and harbour communities under the Mission “Restore 

our Ocean and Waters”. Demonstrations should take place in at least four ports across the 

four sea and river basins, with strong involvement of public administrations and port 

managing authorities. The scope covers coastal and inland ports of any size and activity, 

including fishing, commercial and recreational ports and marinas, and can include solutions 

about:blank
about:blank
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/clean-maritime-demonstration-competition-7-feasibility-studies/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-ZEROPOLLUTION-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=boat&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502
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on pollution reduction, biodiversity restoration and nature-based solutions, circular economy, 

renewable energy and alternative fuels, and climate adaptation. 

• Application deadline: 21 September 2027. 

• More information: Find more information here. 

HORIZON-MISS-2027-03-OCEAN-04: Towards community-driven business models: coastal 

and freshwaters sustainable tourism 

• Objective: Supports innovation actions to test and demonstrate community-driven 

sustainable tourism business models in coastal, river and lakeside areas, linking local 

livelihood opportunities with protection and restoration of marine and freshwater 

ecosystems. Projects should demonstrate initiatives in at least three areas in different 

Member States/Associated Countries, promote sustainable practices that reduce tourism 

pressures (e.g. pollution and waste), and include capacity building, training and skills actions 

for both local communities (entrepreneurship) and tourists (behaviour change). Proposals 

should focus on one Mission Sea/river basin “lighthouse” and include governance and 

financing approaches to support long-term viability and upscaling. 

• Application deadline: 21 September 2027. 

• More information: Find more information here. 

If you would like to promote your events, news or activities in the EBI newsletter, please reach out to 

the EBI Office (office@europeanboatingindustry.eu) 

 

 

For more information on ongoing EBI activities, please follow EBI on social media: 
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about:blank
about:blank
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MISS-2027-03-OCEAN-03?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=Ocean&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MISS-2027-03-OCEAN-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=Ocean&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502
about:blank
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-boating-industry/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-boating-industry/?viewAsMember=true

