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EU News

EU and Indonesia seal trade deal

The European Union and Indonesia have formally signed the Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (IEU-CEPA) and an Investment Protection Agreement. This milestone deal, concluded on
23 September 2025 after years of negotiation, will liberalise trade in goods and services, boost
investment, and grant EU companies privileged access to the Indonesian market. Once ratified—
expected by 2027 —the agreement will remove import duties on 98.5% of tariff lines, simplify export
procedures for key sectors (such as automotive, chemicals, machinery, and agri-food), and save EU
exporters around €600 million annually, making European products more affordable for Indonesian
consumers.

Beyond economic benefits, the CEPA sets a strong foundation for sustainable growth. It integrates
climate and environmental commitments aligned with the Paris Agreement, opens new opportunities
in renewable energy, carbon technologies, and critical raw materials, and protects intellectual
property for businesses of all sizes. The agreement also establishes a platform for ongoing dialogue
on trade-related environmental issues, supporting secure and sustainable supply chains vital to the
green and digital transitions. With legal texts now under final review, the CEPA stands as a testament
to both sides’ commitment to openness, transparency, and a rules-based system.

EBI will provide more information once the final draft agreement is published.

More information here.
Regulatory focus at the Recent RCD Expert Group Meeting

The RCD Expert Group’s latest session gathered the EU Commission, Member State representatives,
stakeholders, including EBI, and standardisation bodies to address current regulatory developments
in regard to the Recreational Craft Directive (RCD).

It brought several key regulatory discussions to the table. In a presentation by CSES, a consultancy
providing a key report for the EU Commission on the RCD evaluation (see article below), they showed
initial findings that the framework largely is suitable, though areas like Major Craft Conversion and the
Declaration of Conformity require further clarification. As the sector adapts to new propulsion
technologies and faces challenges such as material circularity and inconsistent market surveillance
across Member States, these topics will also be brought into the evaluation.

European Boating Industry 2

Square de Meedls 35 | B-1000 Brussels

www.europeanboatingindustry.eu | office@europeanboatingindustry.eu

Transparency Register #74989093163-18



about:blank
about:blank
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/indonesia/eu-indonesia-agreements_en

*
*

* *
EBI:
NG

European
Boating Industry

Parallel to these discussions, the implementation of the new Artificial Intelligence Regulation marks a
significant milestone. With full applicability expected by August 2026 and high-risk provisions by
August 2027, the integration of Al into recreational craft will be closely monitored, and EBI will provide
ongoing guidance as the RCD is one of the high-risk sectors mentioned in the regulation. New rules
under the General Product Safety Regulation (GPSR) are also relevant for the boating industry and EBI
will update guidance for members

Digitalisation remains a key theme, with planned amendments to the RCD aimed at modernising
compliance - introducing mandatory digital contact details, electronic documentation, and a digital
Declarations of Conformity. One notable regulatory shift concerns the proposal to allow owner’s
manuals and Declarations of Conformity in digital format, ensuring these documents remain
accessible online for at least a decade, while retaining paper copies for those who prefer them. A
number of other regulatory topics were discussed. For a detailed report of the meeting, please contact
EBI (office@europeanboatingindustry.eu).

The updated and newly published version of the RCD Application Guide is expected by the end of
2025, providing further clarification and support for industry compliance.

ECHA to consult on PFAS draft opinion in 2026

The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) has announced that its Committee for Socio-Economic
Analysis (SEAC) will open a consultation in spring 2026 on its draft opinion regarding the proposed EU-
wide restriction of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). The consultation will follow SEAC’s
March 2026 meeting and remain open for 60 days.

The process will focus on socio-economic impacts of restricting PFAS, including the availability and
feasibility of alternatives across sectors. Risk aspects are being assessed separately by ECHA’s
Committee for Risk Assessment. The consultation will take place through a structured online survey,
with all interested stakeholders — including industry, NGOs, researchers and the public — invited to
provide input.

To support stakeholders, ECHA will hold an online information session on 30 October 2025 and publish
consultation guidelines. SEAC is expected to adopt its final opinion by the end of 2026, after which the
EU Commission and Member States will decide on a potential restriction.

The restriction proposal was originally submitted by authorities in Denmark, Germany, the
Netherlands, Norway and Sweden, with the aim of reducing PFAS emissions and ensuring safer
products and processes.
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Find more information about the announcement here and an in-depth analysis of the process from
our previous newsletter here.

Consultations

e EU rules of origin — evaluation: Open until 02 December 2025

e EU-Japan trade agreement — evaluation: Open until 30 November 2025

e Harmonised classification of waste to accelerate the transition to a Circular Economy -
Public Consultation: Open until 31 October 2025

e Circular Economy Act — Call for evidence and Public consultation: Open until 6 November
2025

EBI in Action

EBI hosts EU Commission’s RCD evaluation consultants at Cannes Yachting Festival

EBI recently had the privilege of hosting the Centre for Strategy & Evaluation Services (CSES) at the
Cannes Yachting Festival. CSES has been commissioned by the EU Commission to conduct a
comprehensive evaluation study of the Recreational Craft Directive (RCD), a crucial initiative that will
shape future legislative requirements and have a direct impact on boat builders, engine and
component manufacturers, distributors, dealers, and the wider industry.

This evaluation focuses on assessing whether the RCD remains fit for purpose, with a particular
emphasis on environmental factors. Key areas under review include the development of innovative
watercraft, advancements in propulsion technologies, emissions and greenhouse gas reductions, and
the promotion of low- and zero-emission solutions. The study also explores the entire product
lifecycle, from reusability and material recyclability to the use of environmentally-friendly materials.

The final report is anticipated in May 2026. Throughout this process, EBI remains in close dialogue
with CSES, sharing expertise, industry positions and essential data. To support this work, EBI has
established a dedicated Taskforce comprising member experts who are committed to ensuring the
industry’s voice is well represented.

Across two intensive days, CSES representatives visited a diverse range of companies that reflect the
breadth of our sector, from monohull and multihull sailing boats to large yachts, smaller motorboats
and a spectrum of propulsion system providers. Alongside these visits, several technical meetings took
place to emphasise the sector’s key concerns and opportunities, particularly around regulatory
burden, innovation, sustainability, and practical measures to support continued growth and
competitiveness.
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Ensuring that the final evaluation report accurately reflects industry expectations and realities is one
of EBI’s key priorities. Our engagement at the Cannes Yachting Festival and invitation to CSES offered
a unique platform to introduce our sector’s diversity—covering boats, engines and equipment—while
delivering vital industry messages to help shape the forthcoming report. EBl extends its sincere thanks
to all technical experts and manufacturers who participated and contributed their invaluable insights
during these sessions.

European Sustainable Boating Roundtable in Genoa strengthens dialogue between boating
sector and EU institutions

The European Sustainable Boating Roundtable, held during the 65th Genoa International Boat Show,
underlined the importance of close cooperation between the boating industry and European
institutions at a time of international uncertainty. Organised by EBI and Confindustria Nautica under
the title “Resilient and sustainable growth amid global trade shifts”, the event gathered senior
policymakers and industry representatives to discuss how to secure competitiveness while advancing
sustainability.

Raffaele Fitto, Executive Vice-President of the EU Commission, addressed the roundtable by video
message, with Cabinet expert Gabriele Giudice participating in person. They highlighted that the
boating sector is recognised within the EU’s economic and tourism priorities, with links to upcoming
initiatives including the Industrial Maritime Strategy, the Sustainable Tourism Strategy and the
Sustainable Transport Investment Plan.

The European Parliament was represented by Croatian MEP Zeljana Zovko (EPP), who stressed the
importance of transatlantic cooperation, and Italian MEPs Brando Benifei (S&D) and Letizia Moratti
(EPP). Despite political differences, both underlined that Europe must strengthen its trade framework
and provide more robust support to exporting industries.

From the industry side, Fabio Planamente, Vice-President of Confindustria Nautica, called for national
and EU-level strategies to move in the same direction. Sebastian Nietupski, CEO of Kotniz Group and
former President of Polboat, highlighted the need for European frameworks that respond to the
realities of business. Piero Formenti, President of Confindustria Nautica, closed the debate by warning
against rushed regulatory changes, drawing lessons from the automotive sector.

The exchanges demonstrated a shared understanding: competitiveness and sustainability must go
hand in hand, stability in regulation is essential, and decarbonisation requires investment and efficient
policy instruments. For EBI, the roundtable provided an effective platform to position the industry’s
priorities directly with EU decision-makers and to show the sector’s readiness to contribute to ongoing
legislative work.
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The success of the roundtable confirmed its role as a reference point for dialogue at European level.
Building on these outcomes, EBI will continue its engagement with the EU Commission and Parliament
to ensure that the industry’s perspective is part of upcoming strategies and legislative proposals.

Electrification of Recreational Craft in focus at Brussels Workshop

On 30 September, EBI took part in the expert workshop on the Electrification of Non-Road Mobile
Machinery (NRMM), Two-Wheelers and Recreational Craft in Brussels. The event, hosted by ifeu, TU
Graz, FVT and ICCT, brought together EU institutions, industry associations and NGOs to discuss
interim results of the eNRMM study commissioned by the German Environment Agency (UBA).

The study highlights both the opportunities and challenges of decarbonising recreational craft. While
electrification offers clear benefits in terms of efficiency and emissions reduction, feasibility depends
on vessel size, power requirements and infrastructure availability. Smaller craft already show high
electrification potential, whereas larger boats will continue to face technical and operational barriers.

For the boating industry, the workshop provided valuable insights into the regulatory options being
considered, ranging from fleet standards to quota systems. EBlI emphasised the need for realistic
pathways that recognise the diversity of the sector, ensure safety, and take into account the significant
investments required by manufacturers.

The findings will feed into the development of policy options for the study. Final results of the eNRMM
project are expected in 2026. For more information, please contact EBI
(office@europeanboatingindustry.eu).

Decarbonisation of boating on Lake Constance centre stage at Interboot panel discussion

Taking place at the INTERBOOT in Friedrichshafen, a high-level panel discussion took place with
participation of Robert Marx, President of EBI and other industry leaders. It shone a spotlight on the
vision of climate-neutral boating on Lake Constance, with 2040 as the target date for net zero given
by the International Lake Constance Conference (IBK). Together with Maria Bouillet (Bouillet Energy)
and Hans Roelants (Sea Ray/Brunswick), Rober Marx took to the stage alongside Baden-
Wirttemberg’s Transport Minister Winfried Herrmann and Nils Hagemeister from Fraunhofer CML, to
debate the fastest and most effective ways to reach this ambitious goal.

Several important findings emerged from the conversations:

e Embracing technology openness will accelerate progress, and while some boating applications
are ready for electric engines, some still face challenges.
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e Without targeted funding and the establishment of a comprehensive infrastructure for
alternative fuels and charging infrastructure around the lake, the necessary transformation
will be too slow.

e Instead of bans, it is important to consider incentives, infrastructure measures, and a clear
EU-wide approach with Lake Constance as a model region.

A call was made for greater political support to help accelerate this process—ensuring that the
industry remains at the forefront of both innovation and sustainability. EBI together with its members
VMWD (Germany) and SBV (Switzerland) will continue to be closely involved in the developments
around decarbonisation of Lake Constance to work collaboratively with policy-makers.

Member News

‘ocean tribute’ Award 2026 to be presented at the Blue Innovation Dock

The 2026 edition of the ‘ocean tribute’ Award, organised by boot Diisseldorf and the German Ocean
Foundation, will be presented during the Blue Innovation Dock at boot Diisseldorf in January 2026.
Since its launch in 2017, the award has become a recognised international honour for initiatives that
protect oceans, lakes and rivers through innovation, research, education or campaigns to reduce
pollution.

Applications for the 2026 award have now closed. Submissions will first undergo a technical evaluation
by the full jury. The panel includes meteorologist and maritime ambassador Monika Breuch-Moritz;
Professor Michael Orbach, anthropologist and maritime policy advisor; Professor Hartmut Grafl,
Chairman of the Association of German Scientists; Marius Berlemann, Chief Operating Officer of
Messe Disseldorf; Robert Marx, President of the European Boating Industry and boot Disseldorf;
Shamim Wasii Nyanda, environmentalist and founder of the Doors of Hope Foundation in Tanzania;
and Leonie Beck, open water swimmer, multiple world and European champion and Olympian.

After the jury’s evaluation, public voting will open in November 2025. The three finalists will be
presented during boot Disseldorf, and the winner will be announced in a ceremony on the Blue
Innovation Dock stage.

Read the full press release here.
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World Yachting Sustainability Forum in Genoa shines

spotlight on sustainability as boating industry charts its

future

Sostenibilita e innovazione guidano la seconda giornata

del 65° Salone Nautico Internazionale

EBI e Confindustria Nautica: “Crescita resiliente,

sostenibile e cambiamenti del commercio globale” 65°

Salone Nautico

Salone Nautico di Genova, Day 2: tutti in fila all’entrata

e poi con un bel sole a vedere le barche

Genoa boat show highlights sustainability, regulation

and tax, with boosted attendance

boot 2026: 16 Halls Filled With Boats, Boards,
Accessories and Vacation Destinations

THE “EUROPEAN SUSTAINABLE BOATING
ROUNDTABLE” ORGANISED BY EBI AND THE ITALIAN
MARINE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION AT THE 65TH GENOA
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INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW

DAY 2 OF THE 65TH GENOA INTERNATIONAL BOAT
SHOW UNITES SUSTAINABILITY AND THE CHALLENGES
OF INNOVATION

Funding

EU Guide on funding for tourism

The European Commission has updated its online Guide on EU funding for tourism, helping tourism
stakeholders navigate available support under the EU's multiannual financial framework 2021-2027
and NextGenerationEU. The guide provides an overview of funding programmes relevant to tourism,

including sustainability, digitalisation, skills and resilience, as well as useful tools for project
preparation and partnership building.

The guide also links to practical examples and resources to support project development and is

intended to assist tourism actors of all sizes in accessing EU funds. It is available in all EU languages.

Members are encouraged to consult the guide to identify relevant programmes and opportunities.

Horizon Europe: Demonstrating solutions to help coastal hotspots adapt to climate change

Objective: This call supports Innovation Actions demonstrating solutions that increase climate
resilience in coastal regions most exposed to climate risks. Projects should test nature-based,
social, governance and digital solutions to address sea level rise, erosion, flooding and other
long-term impacts. Activities must take place in at least three coastal authorities in different
Member States or Associated Countries, with one located in a recognised hotspot area. Each
project should involve local stakeholders, integrate social sciences and humanities, and
prepare replication with additional coastal authorities.

Application deadline: 29 October 2025

More information: Click here

Horizon Europe: Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership’s third joint transnational call

Objective: The Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership (SBEP) is a Research and Innovation
(R&I) Partnership under the Horizon Europe Programme. The SBEP aims to deliver solutions
to strengthen EU and international science-policy interfaces in marine and maritime-related
domains of the EU Green Deal and Digital Europe strategies by aligning national, regional, and
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EU R&I priorities and bringing together science, industry, policy, and civil society. SBEP has
released their third joint transnational call “Digitalisation and Innovation for Resilient Marine
Ecosystems Businesses, and Communities to Strengthen the EU Blue Economy’s
Competitiveness”. This third call aims to support transnational research and innovation
projects, which address one of the five priority areas of:
o Digital Twins of the Ocean (DTOs) at sub-basin scale
o Transitioning the blue economy sectors, and the development of the coexistence and
the marine multi-use infrastructures
o Climate-Smart Planning and managing sea-uses at the regional level
o Blue Bioresources; sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, and new bio-based
products
o Resilient Coastal Communities and Businesses
e Application deadline: 17 November 2025
e More information: Click here

If you would like to promote your events, news or activities in the EBI newsletter, please reach out to
the EBI Office (office@europeanboatingindustry.eu)

For more information on ongoing EBI activities, please follow EBI on social media:

m European Boating Industry
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