
 

June 2025 

EU Consultation: Your support is needed to strengthen the EU Sustainable Tourism 

Strategy 

The consultation on the future EU Sustainable Tourism Strategy was launched by the European 

Commission and is open until 15 August. For the first time, recreational boating and sea and river 

tourism are explicitly recognised within the consultation initiative. It is essential that this recognition 

is followed by concrete support—and this depends on strong input from the sector. 

EBI encourages all members to respond to the consultation and to actively share it with their members 

and wider networks. A high volume of responses will help ensure that the recreational boating 

industry is effectively represented in shaping future EU policy. 

The consultation is open and accessible (no login required). Those wishing to receive the model reply 

prepared by EBI to support their submission are invited to contact the Secretariat.  

Access the consultation here: https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/TourismStrategy  

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/TourismStrategy
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EU News 

EU Commission launches European Ocean Pact: implications for the boating industry  

On 5 June, the EU Commission published the European Ocean Pact, a new strategic framework aiming 

to consolidate all ocean-related EU policies. The Pact sets six overarching priorities: ocean health, 

sustainable competitiveness of the blue economy, support for coastal regions, ocean research and 

skills, maritime security, and ocean diplomacy. It will be implemented through a combination of 

legislative and financial instruments. 

Crucially, recreational boating and coastal tourism are formally recognised as part of the blue 

economy, thanks to EBI’s continued engagement. The Pact highlights the role of ‘recreational 

activities’ in maritime spatial planning and tourism policy, marking a notable step towards sector 

integration into EU-level decisions. 

The Pact announces several upcoming initiatives, including a binding Ocean Act (2027), a public Ocean 

Pact Dashboard, and a High-Level Ocean Board. These initiatives will directly influence maritime 

spatial planning, funding priorities, and future regulation. 

Members can contact the EBI Secretariat to receive the full policy brief ing with analysis of upcoming 

legislative initiatives and potential implications. 
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Preparing for the EU Entry/Exit System: What marinas and boaters need to know 

The European Union’s Entry/Exit System (EES) is scheduled to come into operation in October 2025, 

bringing major changes for non-EU nationals entering the Schengen Area, including those arriving at 

marinas and ports by recreational boat. This new digital system will replace traditional passport 

stamping with electronic records and biometric checks, aiming to enhance border security and 

streamline border crossings. 

Yachts arriving from non-Schengen countries must enter via officially designated ports of entry. 

Marinas should clarify their status as a port of entry and ensure they are prepared for EES 

requirements. EES is expected to go live in October 2025, with full operation by early 2026 

More information is available here. 

Uncertainty surrounds future of Green Claims Directive 

On 20 June, the EU Commission announced its intention to withdraw the Green Claims Directive, a 

flagship initiative of the European Green Deal designed to regulate environmental marketing claims 

and address greenwashing. The directive would have required that all environmental claims be 

independently verified and based on robust evidence. 

Initially presented in March 2023, the proposal had advanced to the final phase of inter-institutional 

negotiations and was expected to progress toward adoption in a trilogue between the Polish 

Presidency of the EU Council and the European Parliament. However, the Commission raised concerns 

over a proposed amendment that would increase administrative burdens for approximately 30 million 

micro-enterprises—representing the vast majority of businesses affected. 

The Commission stated that it would withdraw the file if this amendment remains, prompting the 

cancellation of the planned trilogue session. While the Commission has the exclusive right to initiate 

legislation, its ability to withdraw proposals is subject to legal limitations, and the announcement has 

raised questions over institutional procedures and precedent. 

The move has attracted strong criticism from several political groups, with some arguing it undermines 

transparency and weakens consumer protections. EBI will continue to monitor the development of 

the Directive, providing input to ensure it addresses the needs of the boating industry.  

about:blank
about:blank
https://travel-europe.europa.eu/ees/ltr
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OSPAR decisions for North-East Atlantic Environment impacting boating 

Ministers and senior representatives from the 16 Contracting Parties to the OSPAR Convention held a 

Ministerial Meeting hosted by the Spanish Government. It comes at the midpoint in the 

implementation of the North-East Atlantic Environment Strategy 2030. 

The main outcome of the meeting was the adoption of the ‘Vigo Ministerial Declaration’, an ambitious 

and shared political commitment to accelerate progress in response to the triple planetary crisis of 

climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution. OSPAR members reaffirmed that the OSPAR 

Commission not only has the mandate—but also the responsibility—to lead globally in the protection 

of the marine environment. 

There were a number of key outcomes from the Ministerial Meeting of relevance to the boating and 

nautical tourism industry: 

• A decision on pollution from pontoons and buoys, however only covering uncoated pontoons. 

This binding decision for all OSPAR contracting parties has to be implemented within three 

years of entry into force of the decision. National measures, such as a ban on placing on the 

market of uncoated pontoons or buoys has to be implemented as well as replacement of 

uncoated ones in use currently. EBI was involved in the process and successfully advocated to 

keep partially coated pontoons out of scope based on their limited risk to cause marine litter. 

This reduces the potential impact on producers of pontoons for marinas, as well as the 

potentially significant impact for marinas having to replace pontoons. 

• New Regional Action Plans on Underwater Noise: Recreational boating is mentioned as one of 

many sources of harmful continuous underwater noise. However, there are no immediate 

actions planned in relation to recreational boating but may come later. EBI has already 

indicated its interest to support and follow any initiatives in relation to recreational boating.  

• Expansion of the OSPAR Maritime Area: Ministers agreed to extend the OSPAR maritime to 

include Macaronesian waters, encompassing the Azores, Madeira, and the Canary Islands.  

The official decisions will be published on the OSPAR websites, but can be made available to members 

directly (https://www.ospar.org/). EBI has an official observer role in OSPAR and is the sole 

representative of the recreational boating industry in the various discussions and formats.  

Tourism ministers meet in Warsaw to discuss safety, sustainability and future EU strategy  

EU ministers responsible for tourism gathered in Warsaw on 24 June for an informal meeting hosted 

under the Polish presidency of the Council of the EU. Discussions focused on making Europe a safe, 

about:blank
about:blank
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competitive and sustainable destination amid shifting global conditions and continued sectoral 

vulnerabilities. 

The meeting provided an opportunity to take stock of the challenges facing the tourism ecosystem, 

including the long-term impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, geopolitical instability, and the need for 

environmental and social resilience. Central themes included strengthening common quality 

standards, supporting lesser-known destinations, and aligning tourism data for more effective 

destination management. 

The ministers also discussed the development of a new EU Sustainable Tourism Strategy, due in 2026. 

This future strategy aims to update the European Tourism Agenda 2030 and Transition Pathway for 

Tourism, ensuring alignment with broader EU goals on competitiveness, green transition, and support 

for small enterprises. The EU Commission is currently collecting input in preparation, through the 

targeted consultation shared recently with members. 

Several member states shared national and regional approaches to tourism management and safety, 

and reaffirmed the need for coordinated action across the EU. The meeting was also attended by 

Ukraine, whose participation highlighted efforts to promote resilience and cross-border cooperation. 

Updates from Industry Stakeholders 

European Composites Circularity Solutions: June 2025 edition 

EuCIA, a close partner of EBI has released the latest version of its European Composites Circularity 

Solutions listing, designed to improve access to organisations that provide recycling and reuse 

solutions for composite materials and components. 

The June 2025 edition features contact information for service providers and details the types of 

composite waste they process. 

The listing is updated on a regular basis, with a new edition published every six months. If an 

organisation wishes to be featured in the European Composites Circularity Solutions listing please 

email EuCIA: contact@eucia.eu 

European Circular Composites Alliance launched to advance circularity in composites 

The European Composites Industry Association (EuCIA) has launched the European Circular 

Composites Alliance (ECCA), a new initiative aimed at advancing the circularity of composite materials 

across European industries. EBI is among the signatories supporting the alliance and will be 

representing the views of the recreational boating industry in the Alliance. 

about:blank
about:blank
https://eucia.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/EUROPEAN-COMPOSITES-CIRCULARITY-SOLUTIONS-EUCIA-JUNE-2025.pdf
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ECCA brings together stakeholders from the composites value chain to coordinate efforts on 

increasing the reuse, repurposing, and recycling of composites. The alliance will work to define 

realistic and measurable targets for circularity, promote standardisation for circular product design, 

and support knowledge exchange among industry, research and policymakers.  

By creating a common platform, ECCA seeks to address the challenges currently limiting the circular 

use of composites, including technical barriers, market uptake, and the lack of harmonised definitions 

or guidelines. The initiative is intended to complement existing EU objectives on the circular economy 

and contribute to building more sustainable industrial value chains. 

If you would like to follow the development of the ECCA, please contact EuCIA: contact@eucia.eu 

EBI in Action 

EBI participation at high-level EU Industry Days in dialogue with policymakers 

EBI was invited to participate in a high-level restricted meeting at the EU Industry Days in Rzeszów, 

Poland with Director-General of the EU Commission DG for Internal Market and Industry, Kerstin Jorna 

and Minister Baranowski (Polish Ministry of Economic Development and Technology/EU Presidency) 

together with all the top leadership of the EU Commission in this area.  

At the roundtable, EBI Secretary-General Philip Easthill emphasised the urgent need to safeguard 

investment and economic stability in the EU by addressing escalating trade tensions with the US. 

Current US tariffs have already severely hampered exports, particularly affecting SMEs, and the 

proposed EU countermeasures threaten further disruption. With a thriving and export-driven 

recreational boating sector employing 280,000 people—96% in SMEs—and maintaining a strong 9:1 

trade surplus with the US, the industry’s perspective is vital.  

EBI warned that inclusion of boats and key components like outboard engines in countermeasures 

could risk thousands of jobs, destabilise supply chains, and damage EU competitiveness. It calls for 

their exclusion from EU retaliatory measures and urges a fresh policy evaluation. Furthermore, EBI 

advocates for a broader pro-investment strategy including regulatory simplification (especially the 

Recreational Craft Directive), integration into EU tourism and maritime industrial strategies, 

infrastructure investments in sustainable marinas, recognition of boating licenses across member 

states, and support for sustainable fuel transitions—all aimed at fostering a strong, resilient European 

boating sector. 

The EU Commission representatives highlighted the need for a paradigm shift to complete the Single 

Market, simplify regulation, focus on competitiveness and urgently create better conditions for EU 

about:blank
about:blank
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businesses. There was recognition that ‘overregulation is killing industry’ and a clear sense of urgency 

and prioritisation to support businesses to (continue to) choose Europe for their investments. Other 

sectors represented echoed this sentiment and requested horizontal and specific measures to 

urgently support their sectors. 

Maritime Spatial Planning dialogue with Commissioner Kadis 

EBI was invited to a high-level meeting with EU Commissioner Kadis on the upcoming review of the 

Maritime Spatial Planning Directive. This is a crucial piece of legislation to protect access to the sea for 

boating. An implementation report will be issued by the EU Commission in early 2026 and lay the 

groundwork for future legislative changes. 

According to the Directive, all EU coastal countries were obliged to develop plans for the allocation of 

space at sea in line by the end of 2021. The maritime spatial plans should ensure space for sustainable 

development of the sectors, as well as environmental protection of the sea. Among the activities to 

give consideration to is ‘tourism’ as a secondary objective, which should cover boating and nautical 

tourism. 

EBI Secretary-General Philip Easthill presented the boating and nautical tourism industry's perspective  

in the dialogue. This focused on the vital importance of maintaining access to European waters for 

both citizens and industry. With 48 million people engaged in watersports and over 6.5 million boats 

(mainly under 8m) in use, access supports recreation, tourism, well-being, and ocean literacy. From 

an economic standpoint, it underpins the EU’s status as the world’s leading nautical tourism 

destination and top recreational boat exporter, supporting 32,000 mostly SME-driven businesses and 

280,000 jobs in coastal and peripheral areas. All users—boaters, watersport enthusiasts, marinas, and 

yards—depend on adequate sea space.  

 MSP implementation varies widely across Member States and EBI highlighted best practices like 

Ireland’s comprehensive inclusion of tourism and recreational activities and Belgium’s proposed 

coastal buffer zone to preserve multi-use access. Improvements are needed in legal recognition of 

recreation as a distinct sector (not just under tourism), stronger stakeholder inclusion in planning 

processes, ensuring free navigation amidst offshore energy expansion, and using MSPs as tools for 

proactive strategic development. 

Commissioner Kadis emphasised the aim to simplify and modernise rules by revising the Maritime 

Spatial Planning Directive (MSPD) into a broader Ocean Act, aligned with the Oceans Pact and current 

policy priorities such as climate adaptation and decarbonisation. While significant progress has been 

made since the adoption of the legislation a decade ago, stronger and more integrated action is now 

needed to align spatial planning with emerging demands, including space for offshore renewables and 

about:blank
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biodiversity protection. The revision seeks to unify legislation, respond to evolving evidence, and 

address gaps with more adaptive, forward-looking planning. Stakeholder engagement, cross-border 

cooperation, and ensuring co-existence of marine uses were highlighted as essential. Simplifying the 

regulatory burden while securing sufficient funding for implementation remains a key concern. 

Today’s meeting will inform the second implementation report (due in 2026) and future Ocean Act, 

with continued stakeholder consultation, evidence gathering, and policy evaluation underway. 

EBI grows membership and elects new leadership in Hamburg 

At its General Assembly in Hamburg on 17 June, EBI welcomed new members and renewed its 

leadership. The French Federation of Pleasure Ports (FFPP) and Portugal’s ACAP APICAN joined EBI, 

bringing membership to 32 organisations across 21 countries. EBI also approved the return of the 

Slovenian Marine Industry Association (SMIA), marking a new phase of engagement under the 

leadership of its new President Matjaž Murko. 

The Assembly re-elected Robert Marx (VMWD/Germany) as President for a second term, alongside 

Anne-Marie Bouweraerts (Nautibel/Belgium) and Jean-Paul Chapeleau (FIN/France) as Vice-

Presidents. Elected as Council members are Jordi Carrasco Abad (ANEN/Spain), Mirek Hajdukiewicz 

(POLBOAT/Poland), Jeroen van den Heuvel (HISWA-RECRON/ The Netherlands), Ana Calic (CEA/ 

Croatia), and Jarkko Pajusalo (FINNBOAT/Finland), and Fabio Planamente (Confindustria Nautica/Italy) 

appointed as special representative for the large yacht sector. 

Discussions focused on EU policy developments, trade diversification, and boosting competitiveness 

in the boating industry. The event reaffirmed EBI’s role as the unified voice of the sector, driving 

sustainability and innovation forward. 

Read the full press release here. 

EBI and EFTTA join forces to strengthen sustainable marine leisure in Europe 

EBI and the European Fishing Tackle & Trade Association (EFTTA) announced a strategic partnership 

to boost cooperation between Europe’s recreational boating and fishing sectors. The alliance is rooted 

in shared priorities—sustainability, innovation, and sectoral growth. 

The agreement sets out a joint approach to advocacy, data sharing, and public engagement, with a 

focus on marine access, environmental responsibility, and qualifications. EBI and EFTTA will 

collaborate through major events such as the EFTTA Angling Summit and EBI’s Blue Innovation Dock, 

while maintaining their institutional independence. 

You can find the full press release at this link. 

about:blank
about:blank
https://www.europeanboatingindustry.eu/media/k2/attachments/EBI_Press_Release_-_European_Boating_Industry_expands_membership_and_elects_new_leadership.pdf
https://www.europeanboatingindustry.eu/media/k2/attachments/EBI_Press_release_-_EBI_and_EFTTA_Unite_to_Advance_Sustainable_Boating_and_Recreational_Fishing_Across_Europe.pdf


European Boating Industry 

Square de Meeûs 35 │ B-1000 Brussels 

www.europeanboatingindustry.eu│ office@europeanboatingindustry.eu 

Transparency Register #74989093163-18 

 

 

 

 

   10 

 

 

 

Member News 

Finland - Underwater noise: Traficom wake and sound test in Finland 

Traficom organised a wake formation and boat bypass sound test in Finland in September 2024. The 

purpose of the test was to gain understanding of wake and sound formation, which can be utilised in 

designing restriction zones and boating fairways. 

The test was continuation to the one made in 1999 with an addition of an underwater sound 

measurement. 

Finnboat helped to organise modern boat models for testing. All test boats were planing hull type and 

included a 12 m cruiser with 2 x inboard diesel engines, a 7 m Daycruiser with a petrol outboard 

engine, a 7 m Daycruiser with an electric outboard, a 5 m outboard motorboat and a PWC with 

waterjet. 

The bypass sounds (above and underwater) as well as wakes were measured from the shore with two 

drive-by distances – 50 m and 100 m from the shore. Also, a 12-strong panel of observers with backs 

towards the sea gave their opinion of how disturbing the sound of each passing boat was.  

The measurement sequencies added to over 100 as each boat drove by from 50 m and 100 m distance 

from the shore as well as several speeds, including slow speed, high/top speed and “stop-start” (20 

km/h -+ 5 km/h – 20 km/h) driving. The PWC was additionally asked to drive around circles. 

Conclusions included the higher the speed, the higher the sound, as expected. Maybe a bit 

surprisingly, the planning boat with an electric outboard produced only approximately 10 db lower 

above water sound and practically no difference in underwater sound at planing speeds. This indicates 

that the hull and transmission are major sources of sound. 

Wake wave heights of each boat from 50 m and 100 m distances were very close to each other. The 

bigger and heavier the boat, the bigger the wake was the general and obvious conclusion. The lowest 

wakes were measured with all boats driving under 6 knots with a growing wake until the boat reached 

planing speed after which the wake was reduced. It was noted that the speed needed for planing 

differed from boat to boat indicating differences in hull design in addition to displacement.  

The panel estimated disturbance on a scale from 1 (no disturbance) to 5 (disturbance). The panel’s 

feedback showed in practice that disturbance was mild with score averages between 2 and 3, and only 

the sound from the PWC driving in circles was considered as disturbing with an average score of 4.0. 

This has been put into a report by Traficom that is available here: LINK (Finnish only currently). 

about:blank
about:blank
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EBI in the News 

 

 

Finnish boat builders poised for growth despite market 

uncertainty 

Domani eyes brighter horizons after industry setbacks 

 

European Boating Industry Turns the Tide in Recreatio

nal Marine Sustainability 

 

European Boating Industry Federation Renews Its 

Board 

 

European Boating Industry breidt ledental uit  

 

EBI and EFTTA partner on sustainable boating and 

fishing in Europe 

 
Nautica e Pesca sostenibile 
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Partnership between the European Boating Industry 

and EFTTA on fishing 

 

European boating and fishing groups unite for growth 

 

European Boating Industry - new management and new 

members at the AGM in Hamburg 

Funding 

EU Guide on funding for tourism now available 

The European Commission has updated its online Guide on EU funding for tourism, helping tourism 

stakeholders navigate available support under the EU's multiannual financial framework 2021–2027 

and NextGenerationEU. The guide provides an overview of funding programmes relevant to tourism, 

including sustainability, digitalisation, skills and resilience, as well as useful tools for project 

preparation and partnership building. 

The guide also links to practical examples and resources to support project development and is 

intended to assist tourism actors of all sizes in accessing EU funds. It is available in all EU languages. 

Members are encouraged to consult the guide to identify relevant programmes and opportunities.  

Horizon Europe: Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership funding opportunities 

• Objective: The Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership is a Horizon Europe co-funded initiative 

supporting research and innovation to drive the green and digital transition of the EU blue 

economy. With €450 million of planned investments over seven years (2022–2029), it 

promotes cross-sector collaboration, with a strong focus on climate-neutral, productive and 

competitive maritime activities. 

about:blank
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• Current priorities include: Digital Twins of the Ocean; sustainable blue economy sectors; 

managing sea-uses; blue bioresources; and resilient coastal communities and businesses. The 

Partnership's intervention areas offer opportunities relevant to sectors such as marina and 

port operations, marine equipment and technologies, and sustainable coastal tourism. 

• Application deadline: Various deadlines under annual calls. The 2025 call is now open — 

members interested in applying or exploring partnerships are encouraged to monitor the 

upcoming calls and engagement opportunities. 

• More information: Click here 

Horizon Europe: EIT Call for Proposals 2025 – Water, Marine and Maritime Sectors and 

Ecosystems 

• Objective: This call aims to establish a new Knowledge and Innovation Community (KIC) on 

Water, Marine, and Maritime Sectors and Ecosystems, supporting innovation, 

entrepreneurship, and skills development in water-related industries. The KIC will focus on 

boosting sustainability, addressing fragmentation, and enhancing collaboration in water and 

marine ecosystems across Europe. 

• Application deadline: 17 June 2025  

• More information: Click here 

ADT4Blue Open Call 2 – Digital innovation in the blue economy 

• Objective: The ADT4Blue project, funded under the Interreg Atlantic Area programme, has 

launched its second open call to support the uptake of advanced digital technologies in the 

blue economy. The call seeks up to 30 innovative proposals using digital tools to address 

challenges in areas such as aquaculture, coastal tourism, ocean monitoring, and port activities. 

Selected participants will receive training, mentoring and funding support.  

• Application deadline: 28 July 2025 

• More information: Click here 

Project Pipeline: RLCF Alliance Open for Submissions 

• Overview: The Renewable and Low-Carbon Fuels Value Chain Industrial Alliance (RLCF 

Alliance), from the European Commission DG MOVE, dedicated to advancing renewable and 

low-carbon fuels in aviation and waterborne sectors, has launched a call for projects for its 

Alliance Project Pipeline. This aims to facilitate matchmaking between project promoters and 

partners along the value chain, as well as connect them with finance providers. 

about:blank
about:blank
https://bluepartnership.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-EIT-2025
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-EIT-2025
https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters/adt4blue-open-call-2-oc2
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/clean-transport/alternative-fuels-sustainable-mobility-europe/renewable-and-low-carbon-fuels-value-chain-industrial-alliance_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/clean-transport/alternative-fuels-sustainable-mobility-europe/renewable-and-low-carbon-fuels-value-chain-industrial-alliance_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/departments-and-executive-agencies/mobility-and-transport_en
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• Projects sought across various stages: from early-stage seeking partnerships to near-

completed projects. 

• Activities may include feedstock sourcing, production, distribution, and technology 

development. 

• EU-based and international projects. 

• Additional criteria for non-EU projects to demonstrate a significant link to EU value chains. 

• Projects can be submitted by members of the Alliance. Find out more on how to become a 

member (Free and accessible) and access the pipeline here. 

Digital Europe Programme: Sectoral digital skills academies – Virtual Worlds Skills Academy 

• Objective: This call supports the establishment of a Virtual Worlds Skills Academy to develop 

advanced digital skills in extended reality, AI, 3D modelling, and related technologies. It aims 

to design comprehensive academic and short-term training programmes for a wide range of 

learners, including tailored training for SMEs and sector specialists. The initiative will foster 

collaboration between academia, industry, and research institutions to ensure broad uptake 

and practical implementation. 

• Application deadline: 2 September 2025 

• More information: Click here 

Horizon Europe: Women TechEU Initiative – Supporting Women-Led Deep-Tech Start-ups 

• Objective: This call supports the implementation of the Women TechEU initiative, which aims 

to foster a more inclusive and diverse deep-tech ecosystem across Europe by financing and 

mentoring early-stage women-led start-ups. The selected consortium will manage the 

initiative, organise open calls for grants of up to €75,000 per company, and build a community 

of women tech entrepreneurs linked to EIC platforms. 

• Application deadline: 2 September 2025 

• More information: Click here 

HORIZON-CL5-2025-04-D5-16: Support of the new EU renewable and low carbon fuel 

ecosystem for waterborne transport 

• Objective: This call under Horizon Europe aims to accelerate the market deployment of 

renewable and low carbon fuels (RLCF) in waterborne transport by enhancing project 

support, financial modelling and stakeholder collaboration. Projects should support at least 

20 individual proposals within the RLCF ecosystem, develop analytical financial tools for 

about:blank
about:blank
https://rlcf-alliance-platform.converve.io/registration.html
https://rlcf-alliance-platform.converve.io/registration.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/DIGITAL-2025-SKILLS-08-VIRTUAL-WORLDS-ACADEMY-STEP
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-eic-2025-womentech
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viable business cases, and organise capacity-building activities with stakeholders and 

financial institutions. Actions are expected to align with EU initiatives such as FuelEU 

Maritime, ETS, the RLCF Alliance and Global Gateway. 

• Application deadline: 4 September 2025 

• More information: Click here 

Horizon Europe: Europe as a global powerhouse of design for sustainable competitiveness 

• Objective: This call supports research and innovation actions to strengthen the European 

design sector as a key driver of sustainable competitiveness. It aims to improve understanding 

of design’s cross-sectoral role in innovation, develop new methods and business models, and 

reinforce the sector’s capacity to respond to environmental and technologica l challenges. 

Projects are expected to enhance design-driven solutions for sustainability and boost Europe’s 

global leadership in this area. 

• Application deadline: 16 September 2025 

• More information: Click here 

LIFE-2025-CET: Support for clean energy transition in the industrial sector 

• Objective: This call under the LIFE Clean Energy Transition programme supports the 

decarbonisation of the business and industrial sector by promoting energy cooperation and 

uptake of clean technologies. Projects should foster collaboration between industrial actors 

and technology providers or develop cross-sector cooperation in industrial clusters. Activities 

must demonstrate measurable energy savings, greenhouse gas reductions, and increased 

deployment of energy efficiency and renewable solutions. 

• Application deadline: 23 September 2025 

• More information: Click here 

LIFE-2025-CET: Supporting national skills platforms for energy efficiency 

• Objective: This call under the LIFE Clean Energy Transition programme aims to increase the 

number of professionals with energy efficiency skills by strengthening or establishing national 

platforms. Activities may include updating or implementing national skills roadmaps, 

launching large-scale training and awareness campaigns, and enhancing collaboration among 

public authorities, training providers, and industry. Two scopes are foreseen: continuing 

operations in countries with existing platforms, or (re)establishing platforms in others. 

• Application deadline: 23 September 2025 

about:blank
about:blank
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-04-D5-16?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43108390&callIdentifier=HORIZON-CL5-2025-04
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL2-2025-01-HERITAGE-06?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=LIFE-2025-CET&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/LIFE-2025-CET-INDUSTRY
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• More information: Click here 

Horizon Europe: Restoring ocean and waters in waterfront cities and ports 

• Objective: This call supports integrated actions to restore ocean and water ecosystems in 

waterfront cities and ports, with a focus on urban resilience, pollution reduction and circular 

blue economy solutions. Projects are expected to deliver tangible progress on biodiversity 

restoration, pollution reduction, and sustainable blue economy, while strengthening 

collaboration between cities and ports. The call contributes to the Zero Pollution Action Plan, 

the EU Climate Adaptation Strategy and the Mission on Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities. 

• Application deadline: 24 September 2025 

• More information: Click here 

HORIZON-MISS-2025-03-OCEAN-06: Restoring Ocean and Waters on Islands 

• Objective: It focuses on restoring ocean and water ecosystems in island communities, 

emphasising biodiversity protection, pollution prevention, and fostering a sustainable, circular 

blue economy. The call supports integrated, place-based actions that combine nature-based 

solutions, climate resilience, and digital innovation tailored to the specific vulnerabilities and 

opportunities of islands. 
• Application deadline: 24 September 2025 

• More information: Click here 

 

Horizon Europe: 1st MarLEN Funding Call – Zero-emission waterborne transport 

• Objective: The Maritime Low Emission Network (MarLEN), funded by Horizon Europe, has 

launched its first call for research and innovation projects advancing zero-emission 

waterborne transport. Supported by 13 ministries and funding bodies from nine European 

countries, the call aims to fund technology solutions across a broad range of emissions-

reducing fields. Applicants from MarLEN participating countries — Germany, Belgium, Ireland, 

Italy, Norway, Portugal, Romania, Türkiye, and the United Kingdom — are eligible. 

Organisations from non-participating countries may also join consortia if they can secure 

national funding and consortium approval. Funded projects must support the goals of the 

Zero-Emission Waterborne Transport partnership, covering topics such as sustainable fuels, 

electrification, energy efficiency, ship design and retrofitting, digitalisation, and port 

infrastructure. 

about:blank
about:blank
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/LIFE-2025-CET-BUILDSKILLS
https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters/horizon-miss-2025-03-ocean-05-restoring-ocean-and-waters-waterfront-cities-and-their-ports
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprojects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu%2Fen%2Ffunding%2Ffunding-opportunities%2Ffunding-programmes-and-open-calls%2Fhorizon-europe%2Feu-missions-horizon-europe%2Frestore-our-ocean-and-waters%2Fhorizon-miss-2025-03-ocean-06-restoring-ocean-and-waters-islands&data=05%7C02%7Caur%40europeanboatingindustry.eu%7C3f9c58b8842a4a4a409308dd9c61c4ab%7C99eb119b292545bdb351049168e7d7d1%7C0%7C0%7C638838665897496565%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cE4uwdBaKEJilYcmkXC8hL6cSY3hr1mUgAHiJPD7GNA%3D&reserved=0
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• Application deadline: 30 September 2025 

• More information: Click here 

 

If you would like to promote your events, news or activities in the EBI newsletter, please reach out to 

the EBI Office (office@europeanboatingindustry.eu) 

 

 

 

For more information on ongoing EBI activities, please follow EBI on social media: 
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